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DEDICATION 


To his Honoured TUTOR, wa 3 


VV1itiam Goul D NI. D: 


Late Fellow of en, Ox n. 


> | It 


Honoured Sir, 


1 I E vndy Retation' that ber ne bo Yo trifle of ny 


your Name to this Diſcoerf, Wis that. of a Scholar 
70 hit Maſter, when 1 had rats the Happineſs 
of benz unter pbur Hope Df order to *the'ha- 
wins Nuri Refi hene and el) Jome artij bed - 
tanchments. © de Exptrientt That She F 20 C aner 
vie now jut EndbyugE m xv pe, that In offer ids rw P 
which are the firſt Fruits of my enquiry yet abroad, I — 5 
amiſs. I had thonghts (having indeed brought it to o ſome rfecti- 


on ) N e 147 mth another thing, differing. fra. 
both in Kai ed an Laneuage, and by way of gratetnderoWwot'y e- 


ig if 22 — it beſt 2 duc; ¶ from nhom I had 
72 a on me thoſe kind and gentle Effuſions, at my firſt ad- 
miſſion to the Univerſity, and therefore have reaſon to deplore 
nothing more, than my own voluntary and untimely departure 
from their warmer Influence) but, Sir, as we breathe here be- 
low in 4 contigent Air, and are not quick-ſizhted enough to pierce 
Th, the Clouds of that Caliginous Might, under which all 
Futurity lies obſcured and concealed , many unſourht Accidents 
may obtrude themſelves on us; and whew the come, inſtead of 
giving us a Diverſion , they are then as un relcome , as be fore 
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ſcribendo 
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they were wathought of. And white a Man is detained under the 
{cvere Difſeiptine of ſome dart Providence, there is nothing ber- 
ter to clear up, and ſoften his Diſpoſition, than mildly to impart 
to another what is at preſent ſo:great a Burthen to himſelf; as 
when the Stream ſwells, and threatens the adjoynine Bank, it 
receives 4 ſudden check through the conveyauce of ſame hidden 
Sluce. But I hope you will not think (moſt Courteous Mecæ- 
nas) as I am not ſo vain td imagine, That this mean Preſent is | 
ſufficient to diſengage me from thoſe higher Obligations, whereby i 
ISA — — indebted to you. "I have only this to beg, that | 
you would Honour me with ſome part of your good Efteem ; and | 
in the mean time accept of theſe juvenile Productions, as 4 pre- 

ſent Teſtimony of that Reſpett which is ſtill owing, till you are 
gratified with the compleater Iſſue of a more improved Ability. 

And while I addreſs to you, if you retain your wonted Candor , 

(as have no. reaſon. to ſuſnedt the contrary) I need not donks 

of your Generous Condeſeention ; but am ſtill perſwaded to hope, 

that the beight your great Abilities and Diſquiſitions have raiſed 

rau to, is not above the Intreaties of 4 Client, but rather like 
fame fruitful Limb of Nature, you will bend ohe lower for being 
well laden. And being thus encouraged, while I ſtudy for a clear 
diſcharge at my preſent Poſt, I ſhall not forget to approve my 


44% 


Burron near Sherbourn, Your Conſtant Servant, 


Sepremb., 28, 1691. 
EZRA PIERCE. 
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Epiſtle ro the READER. 


Courteous Reader, 


HE following Treatiſe would gladly entitle it ſelf to thy 
acceptance. But if the Author may not be ſo happy ka 
the general, he is fure of ſome particular friends, and 
| thoſe of no mean rank, who have given it a kind enter- 
tainment beyond what was expected, and with whoſe 
apprebation it comes abroad ; And if but one perſon more be either 
bettered, or relieved hereby » he thinks himſelf abundantly recom- 
penced in the enquiry, Be not ſwifc to cenſure, tis a ſubj2& very un- 
common, And the innocency, the Author hopes, in expoſing what 
is written to the publick, will (withal confidering the unvleafantneſs 
of the undertaking) prevent in others all thoughts of glory and am- 
dition in the publiſher. Beſides, cis well known, this man is not ſo dif- 
cerning as to detect what that mans apprehenſions of things-are : 
Tis a kind of Sagacity we muſt confeſs we all fall ſhort of. The 
truth is, we ate not ſo much concerned at him, who ends his life in 
a free and natural courſe, and in an even pace walks off to the Cham- 
bers of the Dead ; for hy, tis the common Road of Mankind; but 
for a man to break up the door of Nature, and with rude hands to 
thruſt himſelf out of the world, for a man to burry himſelf on all 
the unknown hazards of Self. violence, yon will ſay this is a very 
quaint undertaking. 


— us tals fande 
Temperet 4 Lachrymis ? 


Thrice curſed be the fatal inſtruments that ſhall ever be acceſſary to 
ſo unfortunate an attempt. 

Now what account can be given of an Adventure ſo prepoſterous. 
and amazing? There are, tis conſeſſed, different Scenes of this kind. 
Some by their own faſt and immoderate walking, are ſeen to ſhake 
the of life, and to breed a confuſion in their current. Some 
men, ſcorn makes deſperate; others are ſighing, and ſhortening their 
hours under the falſe wheadles of ſome ſofter paſſion. But now for a 
man that values not the one, and has outlived the follies of 2 o- 
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ther, and is indifferently careful not to charge himſelf beyond mea- 
ſure ; for one that is placed uiſo er the handſomeſt ci; euniſtances of 
content imaginable, ole ſſed with a cochpetent ſupport, cheared with 
an acceptable Relation, and wanting nothing but a quiet mind to 
Crown himſelf in the free Empire cf his own Enjoyment, for ſuch a 
one to become his own dire Exccurioner, and to be the firſt in hunt. 
ing away the Sacred breath, this laſt indeed gives me leave to gueſs 
ſomewhat in a Theory otherwile io unaccountable. 

"Twas the Obtervation of a great man to this effect, Diſcontent 
is not ſeated in our Wants, but Debices. There is ſcarce any conditi- 
on in the world ſo low, ut may ſatisſie our wants; and there is no 
condition fo high as can reach our Deſires. 


uod ſatiare poteſt dives Natura mimſtrat. 


If we live according to the Law of Nature and Reaſon, we ſhall 
-never be poor; but if we live according to fond opinion and fancy, 
we ſhall never be rich. | | 
A diſcontented man to me is the wonder of Nature; He would 
fain conceal his md, and yet at the ſame time takes the beſt-care 
to expoſe his miſery. I am apt co think, that Melancholy is hot the 
ficſt thing that artheks Mankind, but that diſcontent is at ohe both 
the Parent and Nurfe/of ſo deſormed ogy Md Yelp not 
able to beat up with that of gor wid f tots, at 3th kite, 
and dx c through a long fatigde. And all this While the fubjett is 
ripening apate for forme deſperate deſiga; Ind duet t60 Cas we 
never want the latent attendance cf an cvil Gent, Nah Scl. Ohr.) 
there is ſ me active Impre ſſor from without that ſets forward the at- 
tempt, and having uſdd ms ue effort; the party is prevailed on 
at length, and away muſt he be hulred Mn Hream of Selſ-violence. 
Hell and lic rtr! a man muſt be ſtrangely wrought on to act thus be- 
yondthe common tea ſures of Hama Hity. Reon uſt be ſortily baf- 
fed; and it can ſcarce be conceived of afly , unſeſs one dare ſy rettr- 
ned from:che Paſtures bl 26d ert he H m Hrn c ſs 
wich is do y diet. it muſt be ate en Me Brat d —— the 
Man, und ali the cane not anον t tetνd HAY $WRGWEWE de cen 
de brought over to ſom matutal a fee, fenen hi meets Hun 
to p and veaſoh he retired to its ed hate Efe KHd bf 
Letharęy cin ſeiar on the maſw of hem, nd aH be fbrtelftö th. 
clude bumſelf From the iſelendiy humt. NI. Metanchbly tg übt et- 
B;ret ! tis beueath the ſcorn of men, and the juſter harmony of a 
more 
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more. ſctled Imagination. I defie that dull Metear raifed from your 


earthly ſelf, that impure ſteam which one bright haur can eaſily ſcat- 
ter, and having chaſed away the darker anguiſh, can command the 
riling Sun to [mile forth a happy day. Well, ſuppoſe the worſt, the 
day had been ſame what obſcurep than ardipaxy, amd the faint light 
ſeemed to vibrate and de part, is there not a warm tntervalthat over- 
matches the rougher ſeaſon? W. ill it ſtill be Winter? Does not the 
gay Spring mend up whateyer ſeverity went before , recommending 
it with a more cheur ful acceptance? 1 
. ' Why ſhould we attempt to remove the Landmarks of Natute, aud. 
think to adjuſt the pet icds of time acgarging to the wealuxey | of bux 
own diſtracted fancy? Or at leaſt, are we ſuch unskilful Artiſts,that 
we can'c trim the Lamp, vnleſs we wholly extinguiſh che Lignt ? 
Would you petſwade the Lutaniſt to burſt the ſtring, becahſe he 
Ioftrument is at preſedt out of tune? Muſt the Jewel petiſh,'becqufe 
the Caſe is a liefle difordered? a man wuders anether, the horror 
of che ſat may de ſomewhas mitigacesd he fore his departure into he 
eyetlaſting Scene of uncertainty, and a gentle recantation may in- 
terpoſe bet wixt the cenſure of t Crime, and the cnecutian of Ju- 
ſtice z but for a mau to be a Syicide, for that Royal Cteaturs to pe 
the Regicide of himſelf, and to fall a Sacrifice to the flames of his 
revenge, this is a ſad reyolutign indeed. And though "ris opt our 
part to judge, yet we may have the liberty to fear his future diſpoſal; 
for he is gone without a Pſalm of mercy, and had no Nen Ae, 
to refreſh himin his laſt Agony. When a poor 


ing flaſh. Happy day! whenever I expire, and is he m 

tune to have pale ch | 

of — in the dumb pomp of confuſion, may I beg the boon to go 
off civi 
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8 RCT. I. 
Of the Univerſal Law of Mature. 


Dear Linda nor, 


Would not be thought troubleſcme in the d 
2 yerfiog 1am now about 80 give vou, haw. ve 
| hope you will ſo far comply with m — 
which {hat take to be a farther teſtimouy of 
that freeneſs and civility you have hitherto ex- 
pieſſed, as to ſuffer that to be the entertain- 
act of one of your leiſute hours, which has coſt 
„ me ſeveral in the Se And it, you 
mult needs gr8at me this without controul, That there is, ſomgthug 
intrinſic; l to the te tion 1 nature; there are ſame radical priapiples 
that ate ſweeily tempered with he Immortal breath, and. do ſhew 
Home forth in this bappy Compound, to countermand which, 
ouid thete cone one ftom the Angelick Order, tho we will be mere 
civil than to, pronounce him accu ſed, jet ſo far we may ase aver, 
That. we ate not bouhd to belicve Hum, Ales, 2 2 
Tiere is ſome grand dicate lodged in the Center of the — 
able 
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able Being,which a Heathen called M t, ſomething that con- 
ſtantly allociates with it, and is as twere che main artery from 
whence ſpring all the leſſer branches of the Natural Law, We know 
not ho to Character it, but w- are ſenſible enough of the effet. The 
Maſum fugiendum, the Beatuudo quarenda, and ſuch like, are all of its 
own | ying ; -n1 having f.uffi iceatly warmed, and cheriſhed theſe 
Oral P. inciples, hence tu tnat they appear in the vigor and quick- 
neſs of Law. Amangſt all the very fict, and that which is cerrainty 
mingled with humanity, and lies no doubt at the very root and foun- 
dation of being, is the defice of preſervation in order to happineſs. 
Now this ſweet paſſion, Deſire, is ſeldom without a companion, name. 
ly Fear, which is a paſſion ſomewhat more violent, according to the 
apprehenſions of the Object, and lies deep in the nature of man; for 
at the ſame time that we are in the very fervor and ſtretch of incli- 
nation, there is fome kind of quivering, and concernedacſs, leſt 
we ſhould fall ſhort in the pur ſuit, This, 1 ſay, is a thing very in- 
timate with our Complexions, and flows immediately from the Ra- 
dical principle, Preſervation : For every one deſires his own Pre- 
{© ſei vation and happineſs; ard therefore hath a natural dread and 
© horror of every thing that can deſtroy his Being, or endanger his 
*© h-ppineſs. 

Now it can't be denied, but ircationals too do partake of this 
conmon property (if | may ſo ſpeak) with humanity. Every thing 
in nature ſtruggles for the conſervation of its Being, and the pro- 
motion of its perſective acquirement. And tie {mailelt crumb of 
Entity has ſomething of care and ſelf intereſt in it. Touch but the 
honey, which is the life of the labouring Bee, and preſently he puts 
you off with a ſting. All Corporeals are ſeen to fly whatever is de- 
ſtructive to their own forms, and to embrace all the neighbourly and 
friendly Beings, that will tn the leaſt offer to cloſe, and comply with 
them. Obſerve the Brutal coaduft, though it wants the contrivance 
of a more ſubſtantial judgment, yet it has ſo mach of the , 
which a Philoſopher Virtutum Simulachra, (ome imperſect 
dra of the Moral Nature, whereby they are well enough fur- 
ni in their Wilder Politicks to be very tender of their o ſaſe- 

. Shew me a Being, if you can, that would not fain be centering 
n ſelf in the boſom of happineſs, and doing all that is poſſible to con- 
tinue, and ampliſie its — And though we can's pol theſe 
Irrationals ſo unblemiſed amidſt their converfation of fenſe, as if 
they dreſſed themſelves by the Glafs of a Law y yer they are ſo faith. 
ful to (heir lnclinations, and careful to preſerve the Seal of their Na. 
; ture 
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ture unbroken, that they rarely miſcarry upon this account. If you 
regard [nanimates, take a ſtone that is artificially lodged upon the 
top of a Tower, and you ſha'nt find it ir elined to d is ſelf 
(though indeed there is a great deal of reaſon for it) till it be looſen- 
cd by ſome external violence, and then it muſt of neceſſity drop to- 
wards the Center, This is a thing methings as improper to Conceive, 
as for a Brute to become a felo de ſe. So that every Being is kind and 
courteous to it ſelf to this degree, as not to abandon what is «cn» 
tial to its own conſervation , but takes all the care, aud delight ima- 
ginable to carry on its own welfare and complacency. 


SECT. IL 
Some account of th: Natural Law with reſpet# to the preſent 


e. 


N every Rational mind then there is a »*uG- yegrrie, as they call 
it, a Sacred kind of Manuſcript Engraven by the finger of the 
Deity. *Twas the Suprem'ſt Opifex that gave right Reaſon in Man, 
its firſt Imprimatuy 3 and an Eternal Contriver that carved it on the 
fair Table of an Immortal mind. Now for what end ſhall we imagin 
there was ſo much care taken about it ? we can't ſupp ſe it to be fixed 
there as an empty Cypher, but rather as ſome hidden Monitor, 
which now and then ſteps up in the name of Authority, and warns 
men to ſhun ſuch irregular and undue courſes as bear an implacable 
enmity towards their Naturcs, and to adviſe them to embrace ſuch 
comely Obj-cts, as ſhall enable the more exalted Power. Ina word, 
tis all for advancing the Rational make to the juſt perfeCtion of its 
Being. *T was by virtue of this, that the great Pniloſopher came to 
diſcern the Immortal Seal that was ſtamped on his very Beiog, and 
at laſt throughly underſtood by the right trimming and improves 
ment of his lnteſle ctual Lamp, that he muſt once, as himſelf conſeſt, 
be accountable for his Being, and all its operation: to his 3s %%%, 2s 
he called him. 

This is but a fair and judicious conſtruclion of things; for we can't 
otherwiſe imag n, but that as this engraved Law was diſpenſed to 
every man according to the Oeconomy of Infinite Wiidomzſo every 
violation of this Law is not only prejudicial to the Being of man, but 
a virtual cottempt of the Supreme Legiſlator ; who having all Wit 
dom, Love and Goodneſs, contempered in his nature, was moved 
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hereby to-oblige mankind to be ſtudious and provident of its own 
happizeſs. So much then ay a man revolts from the dictates of tight 
Reaſon, and is inobſequious to this implanted Law, to ſo much mi- 
ſery and animadverſion does be juſtly expoſe himſelf. And the very 
rays of Light within, will reflect on him ſuch a diſcovery, that a Being 
eſſentially depending on another, muſt certainly by reſponſible to ir, 
and without all queſtion cenſured for the breach of ſo clear and ex- 
cellent a conſtitution. And as for the Supreme Judge, the meaſure 
of his proceedings may be collected from the harmony of his temper, 
who is ſo juſt that he cannot, and fo good that he will not iuflict his 
cenſures bey ond the merits of the Crime, 

Now all this being ſo far granted, we are yet farther to ſuppoſe, 
that this Natural Light, which all hold to be the glitterings of ſome 
uncxeatedTay on the lmmortal Mind, is ſtill making freſh diſcaveries, 
but efpecielly recommends that which moſtly tends to the ſafety and 
conſervation of the Rational compound; for this grand affair the 
firſt Author deſigned Right Reaſon, when he took the primeſt and 
rooſt ſelect part of it, ad Enacted it into a L-w. And this is fo 
much the aim and tendency ot ir, that no Created Power can diſpenſe 
ardivert it to any other end. For a Law thus founded, remains irre- 
verſible, and none can annul it; but that very Leg iſl itive power, ho 
firſt framed it into — AL that has ſo Dine an Original, can 
by no means be diſpenſed withal, unleſs by a er equal to the 
{ame, ot ſuperior to that which made the Sanctlon. Indecd this Su- 
preme Power, we confeſs, may, as he thinks fir, alter, but will ne- 
ver totally extinguiſh the Natural Law. For why, as Divines hold, 
tis that Conſtitution by. which the Heathen world ſhall be arraign- 
ed and:ccnſured at the General Audit. 

Now this Natural Law of which we are fpeaKing,is of that Univer- 
fal extent both in reſpect of time and place, that no perſon could, 
or ever can plead an exemption from the ſtrict obligation of it. I de- 
fire no better Author than Cicers to conferm the truth of this Allerti- 
tion,. — Legi naturali nec propag ari, nec derogari fas eſt. — Nec ver & 
ant per Senatum, au per popylum ſolvi hat Lege poſſumus. — Non erat alia 
Roma; alia Athens, alia nunc alia poſſ has, ſed & ownes genes, omni 
tempore, une lex, & ſempiterna & immutabilss continebit. — (as qui non 
pwebit, ipſe fe fugiet, & naturam hominis afpernabitur. Here is a clear 
and forcible iutimat ion, that no perſon living can be excuſed from 
the dictates of this Law, vunle(s he will ſuffer bimſclf to be as *twere 


— from his own elli nee, and live dis ointed from humanity it 


He 
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He further ſays, which is aimoſt convincing thing to all thit will con- 
template, That this Law is ſufficient to carry on great Exploits, were 
there no other. Nec fi regnante T arguinio mulls erat ſcripts Lex de 
ſtupris, &c. Suppoſe there were no politive Law for the preſent to 
check the unruly Violence of a Turn; yet let him conlider that 
Virgin la of Nature, which he hath raviſhed and deflowet d; 
* what beamings of the Eternal Light, enough to revive a mode it 
Lucretia, he hath queached, aud ſo ſtrike a terror into the heart of 
© ſo licentious a Prince. 

Now, with reſpect to the preſent Inſtance, were there no ſuch 
Regal Order as this erected in the Empire of Man, did yoo fpring iato 
being like one of Natures productions, or like ſome artificial Au 
dan, had been the _—_ of your on Motion? Or had you cone 
hither in that manner, for maintaining of which, Plats, who Philo- 
ſophix ing after a more refined way, rebuked ſeveral of his Contem- 
poraries, and almoſt at that time of day dcoll'd the D427» out of 
the World, as if the Government of it had reſided wholly in the 
Hands of blind Chance ; bad it been any of theſe, the Cafe had 
been otherwiſe, and you might haply been at your owa diſpoſal. 
But ſreing you are to pay deference to theſe ſacred Engravements 
within you, ſeeiag you are to bring in a conſtant Homage, ſoc fear 
you ſhould be branded with the il] Name of being a Rebel to Nature, 
you are in no wiſe to meddle with a Precrogative fo far beyond you. 
Belides, ſeeing every Min has his own Authority circumſcribed ac- 
cording to the Laws of that jut Imperium within him, I make no 
queſtion but that every Oppolition carries with it the force of its own 
Penalty. This appeared ia the braver Heathen, who ſpake in this 
manacr, That when Gaodneis was an abundant Compeaſat ion tc it 
ſelf, the very baſeneſs of fuch an Action was puniſh nent ſafhcient. 
And indeed, who cannot almoſt but be ſenſible, that as ſome good 
has in it ſuch a native Fairneſs, fuch a magnertick Virtue, as-mult 
needs, were there no Command , iavite and attrack the Rational 
Nature, and infallibly win upon the ſcore of its own Worth; fo 
there is ſach a horrid Deformity in ſome Evil, as that Natural Rea- 
ſoa mult needs loath and abbor it. laſomuch, were all Laws laid 
alide, yet there would be ſome Order ſpringing from the Harmonies 
of Reaſon, whereby the Ritional laciiaation would be diſpoſed, 
ia regard to its owa wellace, ro twine, and claſp about that Good, 
and to fly that Evil againſt which it has conceived fo itrong a Preju- 
dice. Naw, as we ace policively aſluced, That the grand Author 
of Natuce has not ſetteted, ot enflived the Rational Creature, but 
ratkes . 
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rather graced it with a competent Enlargement ; ſo we are equally 
certain tis his mind, that it ſhould fo tar conſent to its own happi- 
neſs, and to all the means that are required to conſerve it, as haſt i- 
ly to ſhun, and abhor whatever is deſttuctive and pre judicial to its 
ſecurity. And 1 doubt not to aver from hence, that tis according 
to the Univerſal Policy of Nature for a Man to regard his own Ad- 

Dr. ales yaritage. for as a Reverend Divine of our own ſpeaks , He is not a 

Jen. wiſe Man that doth not take care of himſclf, and his own Conceru- 
ments, according to that of old Enmw, Nequicquanm ſapere ſapien- 
tem, qui ſibi ipſi prodefſe non quirer. Such a one hath but an empty 
Title of Wiſdom. And as Self-preſervation is the firſt Principle of 
Nature; ſo care of our Sclves, of our own latereft, is the firſt part 
of Wiſdom. And to be happy, he adds, Is not to be fo for a lit- 
tle while, but as long as may be, and if it be poſlible for ever. 


SECT. II. 
The preſent Caſe ſtated and aggravated. 


HO Self-preſervation be a dear Principle, and fo entwiſted 

with the Natural Law, that ſome have taken it for the very 

Law it ſelf ; yet, may not a Man be forced to do one time, what 

even natural Inſtint abhors at another? Tis true, indeed all Be- 

ings, nay, even thoſe in whom only the principles of Senſe do pre. 

fide, are greedy of being amplificd and continued. Take one of the 
tendeteſt Creatures, in whom are yet but the faint Evidences of Be- 

ing, and ſee how it ſhrugs, and draws in at the engine of Ruin, and 

in a begging ſtruggle, enough to raiſe pity in the Executioner, would 

fain decline its early fate. In like manner don't we obſerve it to be 

Mulre: de the common Vote of Mankind, under the Apprehenſion of parting 
We from the preſent Acquiſition, to beg the kind fate to retreat one 
moment longer, and not to be ſo abrupt as to hurry them off in a 
Maſſagete ſurpriſe? Troe, but may not the Order be inverted for once? What 
, 70 ſhall we think of one that has plung'd himſelf into the deep horror 
of Melancholly? Nothing ſees ſo hateful to him, as the tedious 
_ Ceremony of Life ; fain would he be at liberty, glad of an oppor- 
derem (ue tunity to file off the thread, and even deſpairing that the lazy Cloe 
rradit Es- will never be unravelid to the bottom. Hence we find it to be the 
ſcb.L. 1.) Cuſtom of ſome Countreys, to pluck down the fair Fabrick before 
Fire: ſux the day, and thereby to prevent the ruines of Old Age. And if 


_ other hands were war ing in the enterprize, they thought it a cour- 


-_- 


He 
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teous act to imploy their own, rather than be tired out with the ſo- 
lemn addreſſcs of decrepid Age. 

The Platomft: approved of Self expedition in ſuch extreme Circum- 
ſtances as their, and would not Stick to remove themiclves, if they 
could not the thing that interrapred theit preſent beatitude. The 
Sroicks, as little as they would owa the ſeuſe of milery here, yet con- 
claded Maa was under no neceſſity of living in it. They were oft. 
times ready to adore that Providential management of thing z gued 
meme init vivat, that no one was compell'd to ſuſſet himielf to be 
torturcd on the Rack of Life; but there was a ſweet relief, which 
they imagine d to ariſe from the quickneſs of Sel{-difpatch, whea no 
aſſiſtant bclides could be found to raile that cruel ſiege which had ſo 
long battered their patience, 

Socrates allowed it un et the pangs of an incurable Diftemper. 
Others look d upon a Precipice, ot a River, as the Servieutss effugie. 
Shall we wait the dull Motions of lingtiag Fate, when theſe quick 
Inſtruments of Releaſe are ſo nrat at hand? Won't our Mother 
Earth, out of all her florid Gayeties, afford one kind draught to 
diſtreſſed Mortals ? We therefore find that Ancient Heroes would 
fain be ſo fecure of a caſualty, as to be conſtantly provided of a 


Remedy, whatever ſhould happen. The Wife of Pherorar, in Joſeph. 4d incerte 


de Bell. Jad. kept always a little Box by her, ſtuffed with ſuch a deſ / 


perate Preparation, for fear of miſchances ſhe ſaid. — 


Seneca breaks out into a female Commendation, and in equal Fame 
ſounds forth the Courage of Cars, and the of Lacretia, 
ilding over the generous attempt they made on themſelves with the 
ſer vation of uatainted Honour. Tis uſual — the Chinenſes 
at this day, to contema the frowns of Fortune, and refel them in this 
manner; aud if there be any one to whom they bear a more than ordi- 
vary hate, they count it ſhame and revenge ſufficient to become their 
own Executioners at his very door. 

Alas ! will there not be ſome decent Allowances made for theſe 
rogged Contingences, which oft-times affront our Nature, and ſtop 
the tree current of defire ? Will not our Caſe admit of fome Con- 
miſeration amidſt thoſe dark hazards to which we may be expoſed, 
when the tra fo much prevails over as ? Will it not be better for 
our quiet and ſecurity, to paſs into the ſweetneſs of Nothing, than to 
remain a being torn and diſſipated with care and concernment ? 


The Hiſtorian tells us of Herod the Great, That in the very midſt % 


of his Calamities, his dicomficure by the Parthians, bis extremity 


of misfortune, be had this cn, tome Acceſog to his former Tra- © 57 — 


tedies, 


; 8 
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gedies, which almoſt went beyond him, that his Mother was well 
nigh cruſh'd to De«th by the miſguidance of her Charior, The terror 
of this Caſualty, for fear the Enemy too ſhould ſurpriſe him during the 
del y, ſo much wrought on him, that had not the Standers by pre- 
vented it, his Sword had finiſhed that Miſery and Life, both at once, 
which ſo thwart an Accident ſeem'd to betray. 

Shall we not allow ſomething for the dear regards of a tender 
Mother, when het Child is taviſhed from her Embraces ; when ſhe 
has been all the while recounting the toils of travel, her fears, and 
her watchings, ber cares in guarding the helpleſs Plant; her fell 
touches in the Infant-dolours; her ſighing now, and finging to him 
then, and prompting him onward in the ſtammering Eloquence of 
Nature. And yet aſter all, to have the hopeful Sprout cropt off by 
a violent Hand; to have the dear Off- ſpring with bloody Hands 

Joſeph 44 maſlacred before ber Eyes, (as was the caſe of Alexandre in reference 
to the beautiful Ariftobulus) who can ſtem the tide of foaming Paſli- 
on? How could ſhe refrain almoſt breaking through the Confines of 

Nature, to lee her ſelſ thus bereaved ? 

Again further, When a Man ſhall be even ſtung to Death with 
the horrid Reflections of ſome dark Enterpriſe, where Deſpair ard 
Reſolation have been the Van-Couricrs of Action, and can no lon- 

Joſeph. « ger endure to be laſht by that auſtere Nemeſis within, as the Hiſto- 

Jud. J. 1. rian relates of a Robber, who ſor fear of diſcovery firſt Murdered 

6. 14. all his Relations, and then concluded the bloody Scene with himſelf; 
muſt not we remit ſome thing for the unmerciful Invaſion of ſuch ſud- 
den Terrors as theſc? 

So again, When Men are under the diſmal Notices of ſome Ty- 
rannick Rage, which they would gladly avoid, and arc begging the 
courtcous Retirement of any ſolitary Grot to conceal them till the 
ſtorm is over. As in the caſe of Phaſelas, who dreading the Tyran- 
py of Amigenus, chuſed rather to daſh himfclf in Liberty, than to fall 
under the diſhonours of an impri oned Life. What can we imagine 
here? This is what the Hiſtorian is pleaſcd to call the preferring ag 
honourable Death, before the baſe Reproaches of an ignominous 
Life. But then he ſeems to ſenſe it in this manner, when admiring 

voſeph. ut him for his Valour, concludes for his Honour, that "twas as great as 
115. could be imagined in ſuch a deſperate Caſe, 

To ſum vp this Hypotheſis ; Who can ſpan the Dimenſions of ano. 
ther Man's thought? Or, what extraordinary Propoſals might a 
Man make to bimſelf is ſuch an adyenture?, He might be buoyed up 
for ought we know, with thele gallant Speculations, not Far different 

f from 
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from that of an Alpiring Cleombrou, who had not the patience to 
wait any longer, and to be detaig'd in fo tedious a Courſe ; but ha- 
ving got ſome conjectural Knowledy of the invilible Abode, preſents 
ly mage bis flight towards it. IH you will credis the forenam'd Hi. 
ſtorian, be ſays, *T was uſual with the Profeſſors of Wiſdom a 
the Indians, after ſo many years Proficiency, to commit themſelyes to 
the Flames. Their Character is that of juſt Men; and tho are 
ſud to tolerate this Life for a certain ſeaſon, as a neceſſary of 
Nature, tho much againſt theic locliaationsz yet do they 
tho not urged to it by any Calamity, to vofetter themſelves of the 
Bonds of ality, only out of a pure defire of immortal . 
And here, which we may moſt of all admire, when they made 
known their aim, none ſtrived to divert, or diſſwade them from 
it, but rather in teſpect to their good Fortune, did falute them 
a happy farewell with abundance of Commendations to their de- 
parte 


Friends. And thus with the greateſt 22 imaginable, % < 
uy 


eſteeming it a kind of Purifcatioa, they gr leapt into the 7 
Fire. 


SECT. IV. 
The preſent Caſe unrevell'd, and gradually ſolved. 


ND now after all that hath been ſaid bitherto, I fear *twill be 
found, that Men of this Temper have been fingering thoſe 
Bolts which are too weighty for mortal Arm to brands. f much 
doubt till appear after ſtricter ſearch , that it belongs to none to 
ſhoot off the Arrows of Lite,but he who firſt fram'd the Quiver 3 and 
that whoever makes the attempt before, will be found moving wich- 
out his Sphere, and medling with that Prerogative which is the ſole 
Property of ſome Diviner Power. 


Tus the ſay ing of the Moraliſt, That three things are intire to v. 


an immortal Strength, at which no Man dusſt offer, © er, © ui 
erer, & Telaimer, to which we may add, & lors aud from heace 
gather what a dangerous Ulſurpation tis for any one to be tampering 
in the ſacred Buſineſs of Life ; and what a hard Cenſute does he in- 
cur, equal to the Danger in which he has involved himfell. What 
unhandiome Meaſure has ne dealt to himſelf, in difordcring thoſe 
precious Sands, which none but an inviſible Hand can ſhake? Or in 
a waſtful Effuſion of thoſe golden Drops, which cis fic for none to. 
pour out, but he who firſt railed 23 iK ſelf. Indeed it can't 

be 
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be denied, but there are many inſtances given of thoſe that have 

been their own Extingviſhersz ſome have expired in Anguiſh, others 

in Peevifkneſs and Diſcontent; others out of a fond Opinion of 

Glory; and therefore have proceeded as Religiouſly berein, as if 

they were about to do their Sacrifice. V7. Donxe in his Baer, p. 29. 

which that unhappy Author at another place is pleaſed to call 

a deyout Violence; and as if he attempted with all the ſtrength 

of Argument, that a Subject of that Nature is capable of, 

to encourage Self-homicide z he ſtiles it the ſweetneſs of Dying, 

And further, to ſer it forth in all its Solemnity, eſpecially at. 

the Funerals of departed Friends, he proves from Heathen- In- 

_ $, how natural twas for thoſe times to affect a ſelf-violent 
Diſpatch. 

But of all the Inducements whereby Men may be driven on ſuch 

a fatal hazard, deep Melancholly is a thing of a very odd Com- 

plexion, and which looks oftentimes this way. Bur then, without 

all doubt, cis an Error juſtly cenſurable for any Man to let it ope- 

rate to that degree. And tho a Man were as diſordered in his mind, 

as Therſtes was in his Body, yet there are unqueſtionably ſuch means 

to be uſed, as will in ſome meaſure reſtore him to a regular frame. 

And ſeeing a bodily Diſpoſition has fo much influence on the Mind, 

thoſe noble Counſellors to Nature, that are daily ſeen to heal the 

one, may in ſome remoter ſenſe be ſaid to cure the languors of the 

other. Now, what ſhould poſſeſs Men under ſuch untoward Alie- 

nations to accelerate the ir deſtiny, and to bid haſty Arropes execute 

her unkiad Office, whilſt the more active Siſter is buſily imployed 

in drawing out the flender Thread, is hard to conceive ; tho as the 

common Obſervation of melancholly Men is, which ſeems a Para- 

dox at firſt ſight, Ei mortem timent, tamen plerumque ſibi ipſis mortem 

83. Progn. eonciſcunt. Which kind of awkward Expedition, Burton in his Anat. 

of biel. of Mal. calls the Miſery of all Miſeries. And the ſame he obſerves too 

to be frequent and familiar to Men under the Convulſions of ſo 

toathſome a Diſtemper. A Diſtemper that may be called, as the fore- 

Sicub nm Mentioned Author notes, Hominum Carnificine ;, and if there be a 

venere Hell upon Earth, tis certainly within the Center of a melancholly 

Iromi Mind. I can't but think, a Man in this Caſe beyond a common 

urea. Prometbens, in whoſe Bowels ſwarms of Vulcures lodge themſelves, 

D anda-whole herd of Scorpions continnally revel within; and here 

all his future Sorrow is owing to his preſent Miſconceptions. In 

precipitating his end, he fondly imagines, that he is paſling to a 

Rate of Eafe.. He counts. all unpleaſantneſs in his preſent Condi. 

n on, 
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tion, all Grieſs and Diſcontents will be buried in the black 
Euripus of this Self- contrivaoce. Therefore the uſual Inſtances in 
which Men ſhift themſclves on this odd kind of Tryal, are deter- 
mined to be Sorrow, Fury, Fear, Deſpair , ſome internal Anguiſh 
and Remorſe ; which make them eſteem the Halter of Timon, or the 
Dagger of Lucretia, theit beſt Afilum. And thereupen are ready to kiſs 
tne tecutioner, and to blels the Sacred Engine that appears for their 
Del. verance. Their Life is a burthen, they curſe their Enemies, and 
murmur at their Friends; ſcarce any Application that can ſatisfy, or 
calm the buſy Terror. 

Hell and Confuſion! In the day-time, how do ſome dire preſages 
(on which they are moſt intent, even when they would not be) of 
Shame, and Anguiſh, ſcare and appale the fainting Geni! lu the 
night-time, when they would fain repoſe, being gazed on by the 
broken Images of Sleep; how do the bold Ideas, as ſoon as gentle 
Morpheus h as cloled the tender Lid, and given a ſoſt hem of Slum- 
ber, obtrude themſelves, aud triumph on the Stage of Fancy ? How 
do the Vaults ſeem filPd with unuſual Screams, thin Sounds, hollow 
and diſmal Groans, and juſt flaſhing ope the Lid, ſhall catch at the 
trembling Eccho ? Where could the Party in this Caſe ſhift himſelf 
for eaſe, and court releaſe in any figure? Whither could he fly to 
be reconciled to himſeli? To ſome caved Mountaio, and there beg 
the yielding Roof to redouble his moans; to ſome ſoft Stream, and 
there intreat the buſy Noiſe to divulge bis concern, and chant 
forth his Sorrow as it goes to the pitying Conſort of the Air. And 
now the critical Moment draws on; in this ebb of Extremity, the 
frightful Shade puts on a pleaſing Vizard, and appears to him ſub 
umbra boni: And then he chides him for driving on the unhappy 
day in fo tedious a manner, and would fain have the Sun to leg 
at Noon; then *cis, that he ſeems to invite and embrace the joyful 
Shade with all the chear imaginable. Sic fic juvant ire ſub wnbras. 
No Objc@.ons will work on him, ſo furiouſly bent is he, He 
drives on purpoſcly to overthrow the Chariot, and cares not how 
the World be ſcorched , ſo he becomes a Phaeton to himſelf, and 
lies cruſh'd in the ſilent downfal. To what a ſtrang maze is he dri- 
ven! His caſe is hacdly reaſonable, (as one excellently . 
and therefore cannot fall under any certain Rules and Directions, 
For they that are under the Power of Mclancholly , are ſeldom 
fic to take that Counſel, which alone is fit to be given them, and 
that is, not to bclieve themſelves concerning themſelves, but to 
truſt the Judgment of others, _ than their own — 
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p- Tinot. In other Cafes, the ſame Author avers, Every Man knows himſelf 


beſt, but a Melancholly Man is moſt in the dark as to himſelf. The 
cauſe of his trouble is very much to be pitied, but hard to be removed; 
uvleſs by chance one may happen to ſpeak ſomewhat that may hit his 
humour, and ſatisfy him for the preſent ; but reaſon mult needs ſig- 
nify very little to thole Perſons, the Nature of whoſe Diftemper is 
to turn every thing that can be ſpoken for their comfort, into Objecti- 
ons againſt themſelves. | 

A ſtrange Eclipſe indeed, and a direfut Concluſion muſt needs 
attend, when Men will be ſo induſtrious in oppoſing their on Tran- 
quility ! when they had rather take ſpeedy Shelter in the horrors of 
Night, than to wait the Glances of a more pleaſant Day, which 
may dawn on them, if they will but acquieſce till the Storm is over, 
and with calm leiſure expect the. departing Courſe of ſo threatning 
a Tide. But alas, they mind nothing more than a preſent difpatch, 
and all reafonable Suggeſtions are loſt in the falſe Conception of 
ſome calmer Seaſon of their own Contrivance. And thereupea 
with greedy guſt they devour the luſcious Poppy; and out of a 
_ thought to obtain, do furiouſly throw themſelyes on the 

azard. 

Certainly there can be yo aſſurance 3 and how men in this dark 
Interval can be viſited with the ſweet gales of hope, is hard to ima- 
gine. There may be ſome buſte vapour (and we may ,gueſs from 
whence tis exhaled) that may come and pretend to fan on the ſpi- 
rits 3 but in the end, it proves to be nothing but the filthy ſteamings 
of ſome hideous fume within. And therefore tis a nice thought that 
of Sir Tho. Moor in his Utopia, where ſpeaking of a voluntary death, 
in caſe life is ſelf prove troubleſome, he ſays that a man may dif 
patch himſelf, bone foe fretus; acerba vita velut à carcere ſe 'eximat. 
But I would fain know, whether a man ſhould not incur the cenſure 
ol the place, if he knocks off his ſhackles, and breaks priſon againſt 
the confent of the Magiſtrate. 


One of the moſt renowned among the Ancients nndertakes to de - 


fend a voluntary death no further than tis conſiſtent with a good 


Cauſe. If a man upon the ſcore of a publick adventure ruſhes into 
eminent danger (as in the doubtful circumſtance of War) all the 


dark thoughts of death are ſhadowed over, tis ſuppoſed on the ac- 


count of preſent magnanimity ; and ſo there can be no ſuch thing as 
wilful murder, if a man drops in the attempt. If a Sampſon in re- 
venge to others ſhall ſhake the Pillars of the World, and pull the 


Globe about his ears, the end upon an extraordinary account may 


ſome what 
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ſomewhatalleviate the undertaking. But here is the difference, when 
a man is under no ſuch temptation, and has nothing off:ted him as a 
recompence of ſome generbus'exploitz' when a man ſhall leiſurely, 
and ſtudiouſly contrive his end, aud in ſpight of all perſwiſion throw 
himſelf on the dangerous precipice of ſelf- murder; this is hardly to 
be excuſed, 

tn all Hiſtory you may ſcarce meet with fuch another inſtance; as 
that of Pompenius Atticus, Tuilys dear friend, a moſt vertuous re- 


-nowned Senator, who lying a long time incurably ſick, as be fuppo- 


fed, thought it more expedient to die, than any longet to live in 
torment. And thereupon entred on a voluntary famine, and being 
not moved with all the importunities of his weeping friends, Qus 
eſculantes thſecrarent ne id, quod natura cogeret , ipſe acceleraret , with 
a ſetled reſolution, intteated that they would rather approve of his 
good intent, than in any wife dehort him from it. And being con- 
ſtant, or at leaſt obſtinate till the laſt, he ſoon diſmiſſed the ſamiſhed 
Ghoſt : Preceſque dormm taciturna 1 obſtinatione depreſſit. 

Conſonant to this we may eaſily ſhape: an anſwer to the queſfion 


that was once put by an old Comedian, Whether he that gives an Plau. 


Alms to a Beggar does ill, as knowing at the fame time, that he does 
what only tends to an adjournment of bis miſery! Which Soppoſiti- 


on, two of the Ancients, as I am iuformed, have taken pains to con- LA. 


fute, and branded with the odium of à deteſtable opinion. Aid! 
man l think, need torture himſelf with the thought of ſome iner 
cable difficulty, either in this, or other cafes of this nature, eſpeci- 
ally when he comes to conſider upon what foundation he is to teſt on; 
and that he is not to crouch to a Stoical Paradox, or to pay a blind 
obedience to any Pagan Poſition, as if he were in'defiance of thofe 
noble, and more'refined Principles, which are fo — . , afid; 
ond the weak reft:tions of that unſound 'Phitoſop! 
the ſake of ſome future good a man may commit a preſent evil. They 
that are to be ſwayed in a different manner from this, and have a 
more ſetled baſis rorelye on, will not think it reaſonable to move in 
fo irregular a manner, or to have the {way of their actions carried. 
on by the weight of ſuch an unfair bias. | 
As for inſtance, He that will fo far ſet bis hand to the Seal of Naz 


ture, as to pay a willing obedience to thicfe refined dictates of rea- 


ſon, will not change his Sentiments; and being as "tirere timorous of 


his Security, as he will diſtruſt the Principle, fo he will fear the Pra. 


ctiſe of Self deſtruction in order to future preſervation. He will be 
in doubt what Kind of Invaſton witt follow, when he has thus broken 


* 
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ep the fence of Nature, and expoſed himſelf to ſuch a violent In- 
road. Further, he that thinks himlelt obliged by this Natura'ty, to 
render to each particular perſon, as he «<xpect» to be dealt with him- 
ſelf, will upon this conſideration, That no perſon can be nearer to 
him, than he is to himſelf, be forced to ſuſpect how he ſh.ll be re- 
uited, in caſe he ſhould miſ-uſe himſelf at preſent in hope of ſome 
— advantage that ſnall accrue thereby. For he has a greater 
reaſon to fear, than one who lately ſetting aſide common honeſty 
has to dread of having returned on himſelf what afore he fo irjuri- 
oully offered to another. And if a man cav'c do himſelf Juſtice, we 
can hardly think him in a poſſibility of doing that to anotber which 
be is not capable cf performing to himſelf. If he is out of love with 
himſelf, we can hardly thiok him in charity with the reſt of mankind. 
Asi ſibi nequam, cui bonus f If a man be navght for himſelf, tis much 
to be ſuſpected, be will be hardly good for any body elſe. If to love 
others, as I love my ſelf, be now the grand preſcript a foot; and if 
the love to my friend be thought fit by the greateſt Artiſt to be co- 
ied from this fair original my ſelf ;, if 1 abandon ſelſ-affection, and 
— no charity at home, how ſhall I do to exercile it abroad, and 
be to others what I am not to my ſelf. 
Again further, I have two or three things more to offer. He that 
deſtroys himſelf, beſides burſting aſunder all the bonds of nature, he 
uite ſubvetts the end of his being created j which is to live decent- 
under Goverument, and to pay that honour and ſubmiſſion which 
is due to reſpective Authority, without which the preſent Pavement 
on which we tread, would look like blood and confuſion, and become 
a meer wild and ſanguinary deſert. Now if you regard the Magiſtra- 
tick Power in a Kingdom, he that ſhall thus diſpole of himſelt᷑, muſt 
needs be look'd on as a horrid Uſurper, and fit to be cenfured as an 
Aſſaſſine upon this account, Becauſe he invades that Power, which 
none but the Supreme Magiſtrate, or his Delc gate, is invcited withal. 
I have heard ſome ſay (and again | am informed Caſuiſts are not 
ſitive about it) that a condemned Criminal may, and muſt deſtroy 
imſelf in obedience to the Magiſtrates command. Vle cenſure the 
thing, but I am cautious of medling with the Authority ; and ſhall 
only ſay this, That the more moderate fort of Heathens would never 
allow that an offender, if death were the caſe, ſhould execute the 
ſentence on himſelf; as well knowing that "twas a dividing him from 
that natural Right which obliged every man to preſerve himſelf in 
being, as long as poſſibly he could. | 
2. H you regard the Supremelt Power over all the Kingdoms of 
the 
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the world, we had need invent names beyond Rebellion, Uſurpati- 
oa, and Diſobedience, to paint the Self.murderer in his proper Co- 
louts. He is a Rebel to the Grand Author of his Beiug, whom we 
ouſt ſuppoſe to be the Rector of the Univerſe, and by victue of the 
ſame, ckallenges a Piopriety over his Subjects, which none durſt u- 
ſarp,or meddle with. Every one almoſt muſt needs imagine, that be- 
twixt him and the whole Syſtcme of Rationals, there is ſome ſecrer 
Law or Obligation , as the teſult of that conſtant Communion, and 
entercoutſe that is betwixt them. Nay, we may not ſuppoſe of this 
great Author himſelf, that he is ſo unlimited in his Legiſlative Au- 
thority, as to act above the reſtraints of a Law y neither may we 
ſay that he is abſolutely determined to act by a Law z but this we 
may rather conclude with ſafety, that the rules whereby he governs 
the world, are rather the Sacred Decrees of ſome Diviner Reaſon, 
than the atbittaty productions of an abſolute will, 
Now as all Rationals are bound by that Law which is mingled as < 
were with their very frame, and ſeated in the Immortal Nature, to 
render to this Univerſal Governour the conſtant tribute of their 
lives, which ſeems to be due upon the very nature of the thing, 
were there no ex:rinſick injunction, and to endeavour all the ways 
they can to diſplay,and blazon the Glories of their Origiaal ; ſo ace 
they to do it in that manner be has deſigned, and in which he has de- 
clared to accept it. Well then, ſuppoſe a perfoa that pretends to 
never ſo great hdelity and ſubjection, and in making Proteſtations 
how faithful he will be in ſerving this-great Pcince ata more exaked 
Poſt, ſhall thereupon break through the coafiaes of the body, hoping 
to obtain his end ; or ſhall, as in the different caſe of ſome hereto- 
fore, provoke his ex:cution, being as *cwere elated with the Glories 
of an affected Martyrdom ; I am afraid, as the latter will be arga+ 
ed of a fond raſhneſs, ſo the former will be look'd on as a bold In - 
truder, and may be cenſured as a Rebel,to chrong thus into the pre- 
ſence of Maj:ſty before he is called for. 
Tis much to be doubted whether he will not be treated in a, 
rough manner for quitting his preſent ſtation ſo ughandſomely x and Exer. 
whether he can bethink himſelf of any ocher reward beſides that of a v4 
deſetter. Whoever acts thus indiſcreetly, can by no means warrant ©*«aex- 
his future ſecurity. Unthinking weetch ! whoever. thou art, to re- re: 
gard thy Being at no better tate, and tothrow it away in a manner #9/&s. 
as uncertain, as *cis worthleſs. It as trat Divine Canon aſſures us, - 1 Can. 
ſell· mur derers are direct enemies to the wot R of Natare, what ſatis- E. 
ſaction can they make, who have been tazing ſo. noble a Pile A _ — 
n 
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ſenſeleſs mortal! Art thou fitter to determine the periods of time; 
than that extenſive Providence which was awake from e vet laſting, and 
had a vaſt number of Polubilities, ſtored up in his own unfathom- 
able thought, and might as well have lent thee forth che Sample of 
ſom: ill · ſhapen Idea, as have ſer on thee the kinder lmpreſs of the 
Rational Species? Art thou wiſer than an Infinite Contriver, and 
more skilſul in fixing the Boundaries of Life, than that unerring 
hand, which drew the ſeveral lineaments of being, ere they appear- 
ed in the curious proportion we now behold them. 

Again zy, Suppoſe a man had no regard to a temporal reſtraint, 
and would not think fit to be4wayed by any preſent Authority, is 
there not ſomething within bim, that ſhould prompt him to his fu- 
ture happineſs ? Is there not in man what's diſtinct from the maſlie 
part, and with whoſe irreſiſtible ſuggeſtion he muſt needs comply, 
though at firſt ſight he ſeems never ſo loath and unwilling ? Reaſon 
it ſelf, whatever becomes of the reſt, ſhould be all for ſecuring the bet - 
ter part. She is often Ren to beg, and prevail. One common noti- 
on the dying remain of diſtorted Nature, one would think ſhould 
be enough to win, and ſoften to ſome compliance. 

That a Creature furniſhed with an Immortal mind ſhould act the 
part of a Tyrant againſt himſelf to that degree, as to courle the Sa · 
cred Game through all the Mazes of ſo bloody a Scene. Infamous, 
and baſe, beyond repair ! It can hardly be reſſected on without fain- 
ting in the Imagination, and the being bewildred in the Mæander of 
ſo dark a thought. A crime ſo black and dangerous, that the very 
Heathens have aſcribed to it the horrors of a deeper Hell than ordi- 
nary. The Poet reckoning up the ſeveral apartments belonging to 
_ — Vault, puts the Seli- murdeter to inhabit the yondermoſt 

a | 


Proxima deinds teneut maſt; loca qui ſibi Lethun 
Inſontes peperere manu.——\ Tg. 


And in a feign'd deſcent brings in one going down thither, and 
hearing this ſurrowful Crew bemoaning their haſty farewel in dif. 
mal accent, and begging to regain their former liberty, though it 
were at the expence of all the hardihip and miſery the ethereal 
world could afford. 


— 0 — * &here in alto. 
Nunc & pauperiemy & duros perferre labores. = 
ruly 
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Truly a man might have well ſpared the cafe for the ſake of the 
Jewel. He might have been tender of the Chryſtal in regard of the 
precious Diamond incloſed in it. If | recite to you the Sontiments 
of the wiſer Heathens concerning the Soul, tis enough to amaze a 
man to find how regardleſs ſome are of it. And that the Sons of 
Reaſon, who are ſtruck with the Divine Ferula, and do ſparkle a- 
midſt the brighter kindlings of the Celeſtial fire ſhould be more cul · 
pable than thoſe Brute Animals who are only ſwayed by the fury of 
their own luſtinct. 


m— [ndulſ communis conditor 45 
Tantum Animas, nobis Animum quogue m— 


That thoſe wild lrrationals, who are ſeen in their calmer Iater- 
vals to chant and rejoyce in the merry Paſture, ſhould enjoy more 


pleaſant hours than ſome that are of the wiſer race, and have both 
judgment to contrive, and leiſure to enjoy. That they who ſhould 


flouciſh, and ſpread themſelves into all the fair, and goodly branches 
of Love and Amity ; under whoſe ſoft ſhadow the Immortal mind 
might gladly acquieſce, ſhould be ſo ſuddenly blaſted with the fright- 
ful ſtreams of Lightning from within , and paſs into a frown beyond 
the Brutal nature. That they ſhould grunt away their time in diſcon- 
tent, and live like that groveling herd, who ſnuff up, and deyour 
the acorn without ever looking up to the Tree from whence it drops. 
Certainly theſe are they that baniſh reaſon, and will by no mean: 
pay reverence to the Radical Principles within them. Without which, 
Plato tells us, no man can attain true happineſs and contentment, i. e. 
unleſs he be careful to walk in the ſteps of right Reaſon. 


What Sentiments of ſome. Noble thing reſiding in them had the T 


braver Sect. lnſomuch, tis not poſſible for a man to deſtroy himſelf, 


without drawing on him almoſt the guilt of Decide; as I may ſpeak. AN. 


Both the Stoicks and Platoniſts in a high ſtrain of the Soul's Nobility 
call it a particle of the Divine Nature, ne- # d 347, Others, 
Aue e, N moemdouwars. They ſpake of it as if they ſaw the Im- 
preſs of. the Immortal Godhead on it. And fo indeed they might, 
which I reckon to be the beſt way to ſolve theſe extravagant 


thoughts. For the Grand Architect in raiſing theſe Noble Fabricks, 


may leave on them the impreſſions, but not the particles of himſelf. 
And *cis beyond the cenſure of Metaphyſicks, to imagin how the 
Creator ſhould ingredi Effentiam Creature. Ats we can't ſappoſe the 
veflel, which is the ſubj:& of his Power, to be any part of the 
Potters eſſence. D Others 
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Others calld it, ovy4ris D,; which in its deſcent to the *Arryor, 
Or , as they called the body, and there reſiding a while, be- 
came differently impreſſed, and modified according to the Idola Spe- 
cis. And whence may we imagin does all that trembling and conſter- 
nation proceed, but from the foulneſs of that diſmal cavern within? 
Agreeable to which the E bas excellently ſtated the caſe, that all 
perturbations of the mind ariſe not properly from an outward , but 
an inward cauſe, And that all grief and moleſtation ſprings from the 
womb of ſclf-imagination : And happy is that man that has no un- 
couth apprehenſions to rifle his tranquility ; ſo well entertain'd at 
home, as to find no frown, no — from the ghaſtiy Mormo 
of his own corrupted fancy. 

But beyond all, in reference to the Deity and ſublimity of the ſoul, 
to be admired is that of Seneca, who would allow it no lefs title 
than that of a God condeſcending to reſide within a mortal frame. 
Luid aliud voc a Animam, quam Deum in humano corpore hoffutantem. 
And what apprehenſions ought every man to be under, When he 
calmly reflects what a noble Gueſt he conſtantly entertains within 
him ? He could not think it proper, one would imagin, to ſtorm that 
habitation by violence, where lo great a Being is pleaſed for ſome 
time to lodg himſelf. 


er. V. 
The preſent Caſe ſumm d up, with th: Opinion of Joſephus and 


Saint Auſtin. 


A Man cannot be his own diſpatcher without hreaking the Laws 
both of Nature and Reaſon, and oppoſing that Eternal Law, 
of which the former is an exact I ranicript: And we cant but refolve 
Self-murder into that kind of malum von probibitum., which is eertain- 
ly ag evil in the order of nature before the prob. bi: ion of ic. Some 
of the Divine Statutes we find are delivered in a tair Compendium, 
without any amplification at all, having an injunction which looks 
like the bievity of an Emperor, with no more than, Then ſluelr not. 
O:hces are recommended in a larger expoſition; becauſe, it may be, 
they are clothed with ſuch circon. ſtances as natur I light will hardly 
Ciſcover. Now for Self- murder, lad all been filent about it, had there 
becn no poſitive Laws to fence mankind againſt the hazards of ſuch a 
{znceleſs undertaking , there would have been enough in the page 
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of men to convince tuem of the unreaſonableneſs of it. *Tis repor- 
red of Selon, as wiſe a Law maker as he was, he Enacted no penal 
Sratute againſt ſuch as ſhould murder their Parents; and his reaſon 
was, he thought none would be fo deſperately inhumane as to at- 
tempt it. And in this, the Orator commends his prudence ; for fear 
the very mention of ſuch a villany, as yet unknown, ſhould be an oc- 
c: fion to put men upon the practice of it. Sapienter fecifſe dicituy, cum 
de co nihil ſanxerit, quod antea cemmiſſum non erat, ne non tam prohibere, 
quam admonere videretur. Cic. 

And we may well hint at the reaſon, why there is no ſuch prohibi- 
tion as this in terms, Thou ſhalt not kill thy ſelf, becauſe tis not 
fuppoſed that any one would be fo abſurd as to make the trial, and 
put himſelf upon the guilt of that which is ſo intimately and una- 
voidably evil, that it cannot almoſt but be forbidden , wer: the Su- 
premeſt Legiſlator , and all other Subordinate Authorities in the 
world beſides, abſolutely ſilent about it. There is no inſtance, no 
ſtate whatever can juſtite ſuch an attempt. There is no manner cf 
precedent, thongh of never ſo Divine a ſtamp , that can in any wiſe 
abett the Legality of it. And though there be ſome extraordinary 
caſes, which towever do look of a dangerous complexicn, yet there 
is nothing left imitable for us, unleſs the Morality, if we can find 
any, wraptup in them; there is nothing in the world can legitimate 
that action, which in its own nature is eternally and intrinſecally evil. 
For a Sea-Commander to evade the terror of the Victor, and to ſhun 
the ſlavery of the _—_— to ſink himſelf forthwith, and to 
hurry his ſhattered veſſel with all the fainting crew into that inſatia- 
ble Gulf, is we muſt confeſs a deſperat*, but not a generous exploit: 
And we way be ſo far f:om juſtifying, that we have little elſe to do 
beſicles lamenting their deplorable ſtate, 

Thoſe braver Remans, ſuch as Cato Uricenſsr, &c. that durſt be 
ſeverely toneſt in a moſt licentious age, and were propoſed as great 
Excmplars of virtue and integrity in other things, cannot be excu- 
ſed in this, To break their coi.finement through an unnatural viola- 
tion, they cannot but be argued both of weakneſs and imprudence 
at once. And what theſe little Heroes did in paſſion and regret,muſt 
not be thought to be a Standard for any ſucceeding people to act by. 
For all that (ver departed this w2y,muſt be cenſured either of a fond 
impatience, or an ambition which will hardly be vindicated. And 
who will ſo f:r venture on the miſcarriage as to expoſe himſelf tothe 
i nitation of ſuch wild cxorbitancies as theſe, not fit to te medled 
with by one, that will wait the reſults cf common lnſti:.&. and 
D 2 frame 
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frame his temper according to the regular products of the Natural 
Law; for a man to ſhift himſelf in this manner, is certainly no argue 
ment of valour. Will you count him a man of bravery and executi- 
on, that firſt makes the direful exp:riment on himſelf ? Will you not 
rather brand him for a Coward,and adjudg his poor undertaking much: 
like the running from an enemy, when he is ſeen to ſneak out of the 
world, for fear of the weak attacks of ſome preſent calamity in ia ? 
Tis far from being conſiſtent with the fulneſs, and magnanimity of 
the reaſonable compoſition, Man of all Creatures ought to be moſt 
watchful, and prudent in what doth more immediately concern his 
preſervation; for he is furniſhed as twere with a double life, a Na- 
tural, and a Spiritual one; aud upon the miſcarriage of the one de- 
pends the miſery of the other. And indeed by how much the more 


gms Lifes excellent he may be, if he be ſaved, ſo much the more miſerable ſhall 


he be,-if be periſh. The meaſures of his care ought then to be ta- 
ken from the weightineſs of his adventure. And indeed, it muſt needs 
argue ſuch a littleneſs of ſpirit for any one to quit this preſent life, 
out of an apprehenſion of ſome threatning difficulties that may at- 
rend it, that it can ſcarce be imagined ever common Reaſon ſhould 
be forced under ſuch an ungrateful circumſtance. *Tis an argumenc, 
That that man has little or no meaſure of things, when we fee him 
raging and racking himſelf under the preſſures of a broken fortune, 
and every moment ready to become his own Aſſaſſine. Too viſible a 
manifeſtation here is of his horrid diſtruſting that unknown power, 
who can ſoon change the tide, and buoy up his ſinking ſtate, though 
languiſhing away to never ſo low an ebb, and with new ſupplies can 
recruit his nece ſſities, out of the two inexhauſtible Exchequers,Clouds 
and Providence. 

*Tis for want of true Valuing what we have, tho never ſo little, 
that we are impatient at what we have not; and we are always 
gaping after the ſhowers of Plenty, without ever minding the ſweet 
and gentle Drops that do continually diffuſe themſelves on us. A 
bard Caſe indeed, That the common Favours of Life ſhonld like 
Rain and Sun-ſhine appear to us cheap bleſlings, for which we ſcarce 
adore the inviſible Bounty, becauſe we daily enjoy them. And 
then things thwarting with our Tempers, and interfering with our 
preſent Inclinations, and every change of Fortune becoming uneaſy 
to us, becauſe we are ſo to our ſelves; down at length we ſit ſhud- 
dering in cold fits of Phlegm and Melancholy, and dye we muſt out 


Pr oud 
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Proud drops that we ace, never ſatisfied till we ate Oceans. We 
talk much of being Poor, but I reckon none are really ſo, except the 
wealthieſt of Men robb'd of the the genuine Treaſure of a virtuous 
contented Mind, the only thing that denominates a Man rich. 
Alas! we are generally quite miſtaken in the notion of Riches; a 
greedy inſatiable Miſcr is ſo far from being a rich Man, that you 
can make no more of him then a poor hungry Slave amidſt all his 
Enjoyments. Twas cuſtomary with the Jews of old in repreſenting 
and ridiculing a covetous Wretch, for a Company of them to march 
about, each with his Basket in his hand, acting the part of Beggers, 
and withal mentioning the Perſon whom they were minded to-deride, 
(as in the Caſe of Geſſius Florus, Jeſ. Bell. Jud. L 2.) whereby they 
ſignified to the World, that ſuch a Perſon was as miſerable as the 
Beggar that had nothing. And if I add ten times more, I think 
may have have thoſe of my fide to ſay, 1do not err in the Compu- 


tation. 


But not to run too far into this moſt neceſſary Digreſſion. Sup- 
poſe Mens circuſtances were ſomething narrow, and their preſeng 
Fortunes were circumſcribed with a cloſer preſſure then ordinary ; 


the B 


— they ſay, is like a Girdle, who tho it may for a time pinch 
y 


with an uneaſy Tincture, yet "will keep the Garments 


from falling into looſneſs and diſorder. There is a fort of Genero- 
ſity that is capable of being heightened, and improved by Calamity, 
which by a patient Toleration will in time paſs into an invincible 
fortitude, Look into the humble Cell, where you may ſee noble. 
Poyerty and Content ſtand hand in hand, and joyfully faluting all 
that will enter; where lives one as gay and cheary, as free and un- 
confin'd, as the very Air in which he breathes. Here is one that re- 
tires into the ſweetneſs of himſelf, and ſcorns what can threaten his 
Content. He can ſmile at yonder Cloud that's ready to launch in 
Thunder and Storm; He can deride the ſullen Attacks of à viler 


State. 


Look how unbroken is his Sleep, how ſerene his Breaſt, 


how bright his Day, and glorious as the breaking Eaſt. . But to pro- - 


ceed 


If Diſcontent be the common Incentive, why Men are provoked 


to commit that Barbarity on themſelves, which even Nature abhors, 
then there can be no Apology for it. For tis a Deformity of our 
own making; tis a Brat of our on helliſn Dar kneſa, and fo cruel 
an Off- ſpring that 'twill devour the very Parent that nur it. For 
am apt to think that the greateſt Hell is of our own creating; and 


that this dark State cannot fo well be defind by any thing without, 
As + 
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as by ſomething within us. And *cis as great a Torment as can be 
thought on, to be ſtung by choſe fiery Snakes that are bred within the 
Caverns of a foul Mind. And further, | make no queſtion, thoſe 
ſtreams of Brimſtone, ordered for the damned hereaiter, are rathet᷑ 
the Exud:tions cf their own corrupt Nature, than any thing elſe; 
and they may ſuffer a greater Torture from themſelves, than from 
any thing that can be extcrnally offered. Hence tis, that many are 
ſo loath, in ſeſe deſcendere: Nemo the Poet conchudes; only for 
fear cf being poyſoned with thole impure Steams that do reak from 
the black Gulf of themſelves. 

Our of this fuming fit ariſeth all manner of trembling and deſpair, 
and like thoſe clammy Vapours ſpringing from the earthy Globe, 
whoſe weight not permitting them to rite to any conſiderable height, 
do ſpread themſelves about the Circumference of that Body, where 
they were firſt generated, and do continually pe ſter it with Thunder 
and Tempeſt. Nov, *tis only when we ſtrive to cleanſe and garniſh 
thoſe Caves; tis only when we do our beſt to aſcend ix , and 
to riſe as 'twere out of the Dungeon of the Body, that we feel our 
ſelves in a clear Air, in a Region every way calm and ſerene. And 
then will thoſe black Affections of deſpair and anguiſh vaniſh away, 
and thoſe clear and bright ones of Love, Joy and Tranquility, break 
joith in their full ſtrength, and ſhine in the Glcries of their own 
native Luſtre. He that has an ill Conſcience, needs no angry Cherub 
with a fliming Lance, He has an armed Giant already that ſtands 
raging and ready to devour. And tho we could ſuppoſe never fo 
mild a Seaſon without us, things never ſo ſweet and pacate, yet all 
would avail nothing, when there is a burning Veſuvius continually 
vomiting out Hames and Horror within, A Man that is of a quict 
and even Diſpcſition, and bas all things ſo well ſhaped within him, 
as not to be ſtarclcd at the Limnings of darker Fancy; "tis be certair.- 
ly that lives nobly and happily, and conſtantly erjoys a clear Hea- 
ven in the compais of his own mind. When the Sea of this World 
is moſt rough and tempeſtuous about him, he can ride ſafely at Au- 
chot within the calm Haven of himſelf; he can look about him, and 
with an indifferent glance behold either the Smiles, or the Frowns oi 
Fortune. 

Now, that this might not be ſuppoſed ro be a needleſs ſtep from 
the preſent purpoſe, all that I contend for, is, that no Man of a calm, 
regular frame, can be driven on fo abſurd a thing as.Seif-Murder 4 an 
injury 10 Lite. and. Nature; a thing as loathiom in the thought, 
as cis dreadful in the Execution. If he be, I cap alow it no better 
Title 
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Title than thut of a ſober Studied-madneſs. And as for that Studious 
Youngſter whom Seulietas remembers in his Annals from good Au- Ce 
tnority, to be ſouad hing'd in his Study, ſuppaſed by the direction of * Cel 
his Finger on the ſacred Text, to be driven thereto by the tercor of 7 4 
the Predeſtinarian Opinion; were it his own deſperate act, the _ oy” 
proper Cauſes of Deſpair in this caſe are to be ſifted ſuch as weakneſs ſpenſus ſus 
of Spirit, violence of Paſſion, c. And 'tis Dr. Taylor's Obſerya- met ſmgulo 
tion, une waxejhum ; where there is a littleneſs of Heart, , 
there is allo a defect ot Hope, and an extreme forwardneſs to Sorrow ee 
and Suſpicion. — 
faciem haberet in Sacrum Bibliorum codicem obverſam, ac digitum perect m locum 4. — Moe 
deſignantem ult de pradeſtinatione trat abatur, Scult. An. Dec. 2 p. 87. 


Certainly they were no other than Heathens, that were ſo far from 
thinking it unlawful, that in ſome Caſes, as that of Country, 
Friends, bodily Prefſare, &c. they held it to be their Duty to kill 
themſelves. And how ttey could be juſtified in the attempt, tho they 
had no other Ptvloſophy but that of Nature. to direct them, we cai;*c 
find; for in that the Wiſer among them did oppoſe all Violence of 
this kind, and were often diſputing, that *cwas but a poor Specimen 
of Valour, if they. could not encounter a little trouble; and that 
we were placed in this world as Soldiers by their General, each man 
at his Poſt, and none to move without order; and that ſelf.vio- 
lence was a breach not only to our own perſons, but the Kingdom, 
or Commonwealth of which we were members. ln thor the Sageſt 
amongſt them pleaded in this manner, *twas enough to boffl> all 
their pretences, to ſilence all that ever had a mind to pleed for it, and 
to argue them of extreme weakneſs and inconſide rat ion in the fact. 

and now we are to imagine that ſuch deficiencies as theſe wil! be 
ſo far from b ing juſtifiable, thut right Reaſon will never be put to 
father all thoſe pitiful abortions that do ſpcing from the womb of 
paſſion and miſtake, And think if a man has the judgment to deter- 
mine about the Contingencics of this preſent life; he need not ter- 
riſie himſelf ſo much about the expectation of another; for in te- 
ference to the forementioned Principle, 1 hope ever to acquieſce in 
his determination, who ſpeaks to this effect, He that after due p- Tillot 
ſearch finds not the marks of a Reprobate about iim, has no grounds 
to ſuſpect the power of any latent decree to make him one. And 
therefore tis an argument of a ſtrange kind of ſhortneſs and inc o- 
gitancy, for any man to miſcarry upon that accourt, and fit only to 
be imputed to the fickleneſs of miſguided youth. 
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Jeſepbus, who deviſed a way that Men ſhould rather kill one another 
by Lot, if occaſion were, than become Murderers of themſelves, 
which he calls a bloody Work, and ſays, That they who wrought 
it , were ſuch as did not permit Reaſon to take place. He in a 
Philoſophick Diſcourſe to his Countrymen, ſo much over-maſtered 
by the Roman Puiſſance, endeavours to prove that he who ſtrives a- 
gainſt an Adyerſary, whom he has all the reaſon in the world to ima. 

ine he ſhall fall before, is little elſe than a Self murdeter: And 
— hence *cis that he ſo paſſionately proceeds to intreat his friends 
to a peaceable ſurrender. Why ſhould we become Murderers of our 
ſelves, O ye my friends, what Cowards ſhall we ſhew our ſelves to 
be ? Of what abſurdity and indiſcretion ſhall we be found guilty ? 
How much ſhall we violate the Law of Nature? What a dreadful 
Crime ſhall we commit againſt the Author of our Being? How ma- 
nifeſtly ſhall we contemn hereby his power, and command over us? 
How can he do otherwiſe than juſtly conſign us over to ſome dark 
abode, as the puniſhment annexed to ſo black a crime. And hence 
he concludes too, that there is a darker reſerve than ordinary for the 
ſoul of the Selfmurderer. Tir wirddvs Nytmu mis uy as oxendmeys. Jo. 

And if death in its moſt leiſurable advance looks formidable enough, 
ſudden death much more, becauſe it comes to us in the ſhape of hor- 
rour and furprize. But of all kinds of death a ſelſ. violent one muſt 
needs be as the moſt unſafe to a mans ſelf, ſo the moſt uncomforta- 
ble to any ſurviving Relation; for as doubts mn ariſe of the fair- 
neſs of ſuch a ones valediction to this world, ſo there may be a grea- 
ter concern at bis being fit for the entertainment of a better. f 

A man cannot act againſt himſelf in ſo baſe and felonious a manner 
without highly prejudicing his Immortal part, and interrupting his 
eternal tranquility. For — the terms on which we now 
all tand, impenitence and irremiſſion are ſuch, as the former muſt 
needs ſuppoſe the latter. And how a man can be ſaid to prerepent 
of a dangerous fact, which he is preſently entring upon, and | by 
means of which he is precluded from all future hopes, and oppor- 
cunities in order to ſuch an effect, muſt be left to a deeper enquiry, 
than I am at preſent able to make. Certainly, if there be any thing 
of pardon ante faſtum, it muſt be ſuppoſed to be by grant of diſpen- 
ſation ; which includes both an allowance of the fact, and alſo an 
exemption from puniſhment ; which would be a horrid thing for any 
man to ſuppoſe in the preſent Caſe. Hence it is that the moſt candid 
Caſuiſt can hardly find in it a capacity of being pardoned. And ac- 
cording to Eccleſiaſtick Cenſure, the party we know is ſuppoſed to 
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be ipſo facto Excommunicate, And therefore it was that St. Auſtin left 
it ſo ſti ictij in caution, that no one ſhould dare to diſpatch himſelf, 
though to never ſo good a purpoſe, even the getting free from any 
preſent inconvenience, leſt hc ſhould be miſt.ken in bis aim, and 
trom thinking to make his condition better, tender it infiaitely and 
unſpeakably worſe. Nemizem ſpontaneam mortem fil inferre debere ve- 
lut fugiendo moleſtias temporales, ne incidat in eternas. Aug. de Ciuit Dei. 
And again, he is ſo far irom queſtioning, that he is very politive in 
it, that a better life is not deſigned for thoſe that have ſo much bu- 
ſed themſelves in this: Reos ſue mortis melior poſt mortem vita non ſaſci- 
pit. «Aug. And when he came to chide ſome of his Co-temporaries, 
for being over-favourable to the memories of ſuch as had made 
themſelves away upon a Religious account, fays he, Let their pre- 
tence be what twill, my Concluſion is, That as they never deſerved, 
ſo they ſhall never be honouced with the name of Martyrs. Qs ſibi 
collum lig averunt nomine Martyrum nunquam vener amur. 

There is a ſaying of Pythagoras in Cicero, of excellent importance 
in the preſent matter, That for a man to depart hence in a violent 
manner, is as if a Soldier ſhould march off without the word of the 
Commander. And what a ſorry expectation is it for one that has vo- 
Iuntarily reſigned up his Right, to be ſummoned again to receive the 
wages of a Rebel? Injuſſu Imperatoris de prefidio, & ſtatione vite diſ- 
cedere. Tis an audacious thing to imagine, We are at our own dif- 
poſal, and can execute our ſelves when we will: No more than a 
private perſon can take a Malefactor from the Bar, and put him to 
death upon his own private authority. In this caſe we are to ſuppole 
a man to be both his own Judge and laylor; and in the firſt place, 
how a man can be thought a competent Judge in his own Cauſe; and 
in the ſecond, what authority can he exerciſe over himſelf, when 
there is no ſuperior Law whereon to build his determination,is diffi 
cult to find out. Nemo habet in ſe Autboritatem , cum non ſit ſeipſe ſupe- 
rior. Further I confeſs, I am not old enough to conceive how felt. 
violence, as in the preſervation of ſome virtue or other, ſhould aſ- 
ſume the title of Martyrdom. The cauſe may be good tis true, which 
indeed conſtitutes the Martyr, but how good that cauſe muſt be which 
juſtifies an ill act, I can't well determine ; and ſhould be very cauti- 
ous to celebrate for Martyrdom, what we can make little elſe than 
plain murder. The caſe of Pelagia is rather to be pitied than com- 
mended, Though thac tender Creature did it undoubtedly to mits 
thoſe unhandſome Violations to which ſhe ſaw her ſclf expoſcd, And 
tis pity, methinks, that the 22 of ſo Divine a modeſty — 
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wholly diſappear by ſuch a haſty indiſcreet management of her ſelf. 
The moſt that St. Ambroſe ſpake of it, when his Siſter Marcellina 
conſulted him ditectly to give in his thoughts about this matter, was, 
He believed, that might not be reputed as an offence , which was 
made uſe of as a remedy. But it muſt be a deſperate diſtemper in- 
deed to admit of fo dangerous an application. And Baronixs was ſo 
perpl- ed about it, that he e*nc concluded, Quid ad hac dicamm, non 
haben Amongſt all, one would rather chuſe to reſt in St. Auſtin's 
nullo modo ; upon no account, whether it be the removing any pre- 
ſent, or the preventing any future evil, or the gratifying flaſhy 
deſire to be in the next life, can it be lawful for any man to do vio- 
lence to himſelf, In reference to this laſt it was, that he gave his o- 
pinion of Cleombrotus, when ſeeming to applaud his Courage, conclu- 
ded of his attempt, that *twas done rather magne than bene. And 
here I cannot but remark that of Seneca, Iraſcere Imterſeitors, ſed mi- 
ſerere Interfecti. And further,to the former inſtance of Pelagia, having 
had occaſion to mention that innocent delightſome part of mankind, 
give me leave to repreſent the matter in ſome Diviner feature, and 
you have in the Apocrypha an account of a Woman that in exceſs of 


ſorrow thought of making her ſelſ away, but the only thing that 
reſtrained her, was thetender regard ſhe bore to her aged Parent. She 
was very ſorrowſul, tis ſaid, ſo that ſhe thought to have ſtrangled ber 
ſelf, and ſbe ſaid, I am the only daughter of my father, and if I do this 


thing, it will be a reproach to him, and I ſhall brirg bu old age with ſor- 
row to the grave. 


The CONCLUSION. 


ND now to draw towards an end: Alas ! when your loſt 
friend, Lindamor, ſhall recur to your Nightly fancy, and you 
mall have reaCted to your waking Geni bis unfortunate tranſition 
from this life to the immenſe ſpace of another , Ah Melancholly 
thought, to ſuppoſe that he is now ſighing way an Eternity in 
tears as the juſt amercement of ſo horrid a Crime! Tis a torment 
indeed to ſee happineſs at a diſtance with hopeleſs eyes never to en- 
joy it. Can you refrain folding up your ſelf in all the forms of ſor- 
row ? To what a ſtrange fetch muſt a man be driven in ſuch a caſe ? 
Amiſſum Soc iam longs ſermone. 
What would 2 to retrieve 2 ſhade ? O the curſe 
that lies on thoſe rude hands that were ſo impiouſly imbrewed ! the 
cenſure he has incurred for drawing on himielf the guilt of his own 


blood ! 
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blocd ! Were 1 to imagine ſuch a thing to be the haſty product of un- 
kind deſpair, 1 would curſe with fury and cor.cern, thoſe unpoliſhed 
atoms that ſhould juſtle togethet in ſo unhappy a Colliſion. And were 
it my caſe that I had a friend ſo determining, I would beg the Pow- 
ers above, that can never forget, only to raze ſuch an action out of 
the Annals of time, and ſuftcr it rather to remain a blot, than any 
diſcernable note in the Calender of Eternity. 

Oh 1 That Nature's Garment ſhould fit uneaſie about any one, as 
not to tarry the leiſure of ſome Angel to undreſs him, but violently 
to ſtrip oft the robe of Nature! How does a man by ſuch an action not 
only baffl: the hopes of his ſur viv ing friends, but alſo balk the Cour- 
teſie of his laviſible Miniſter, who would gladly bimſelf have drawn 
the Curtain, removed the Light, and bid him a gentle repoſe. 

Further,what bard thoughts will the world be apt to entertain con- 
cerning the conduct of ſuch a man's Reaſon and Underſtanding ? how 
ill he has improved that Divine Light,and almoſt quenched the Cor- 
leſtial Spangle! Was he furniſhed with an Intellect, and had a Glori- 
ous Lamp of Knowledg ſet up to ſhine in it for no better purpoſe ! 
they will cather cenſure it by the uſe that is made of it, to be ſome 
looſe ſpark flying out of the Lake of fire, than ever ſuppoſe it to be 
the kindlings of a Diviner flame. Better certainly, in my thought, had 
ſuch a one never been, or being, had been long ſince baniſhed ftom 
his own eſſence, and commencing ſome other kind, had paſſed into 
an innocent Animal, that was never like to have the burthen of an 
after-thought to gall and pet plex him! That man who is only capable 
here of thoſe bigher acceſſions of thought and ſtudy, ſhould not bet- 
tet conſider what a noble thing tis to live ! Life, we ate to be aſlu- 
red, is the higheſt perfection of Corporeal Beings, becauſe the near- 
eſt reſemblance of the Divine. The moſt contemptible Creature in 
whom the Springs of Life are in motion, can boaſt of a prehemi- 
nence beyond the Stars; and the minuteſt part of an Organiz'd Be- 
ing, and enliveu*!, may challenge the Sun, and bid defiance to its 
Inanimate luſter. But alas tis not barely to live,that we plead for: 
If ſo, the vileſt of Brute Animals may well rank themſelves with the 
higheſt Sous of Reaſon. But when Life it ſelf ſhall be adorned and 
glorified with all thoſe Excellencies and Advantages,to render it cafe 

and dclighttul, that can be named this is that which raiſeth it beyond 
a common breathing. And all men I reckon might live happy, if 
they would themſelves z if they would be ſteady in their deſires, and 
equal in their appreheaſions of things preſent. They might have 
then ſaved wiſe Democ ritus the _ e of exchanging his Paſſion, 
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who though *cwas his conſtant buſineſs to laugh, yet having once 
lighted on a man of an indifferent temper like himſelf, could not 
— x dropping a tear, for that the number of ſuch men was ſo 
mali. 

ludiſſerency, we confeſs, is a flower that grows not in every 
Garden; where we ſhall meet with one that is calm, eaſie and dele- 
ctable under every circumſtance, and event of things, we hall 
be peſtered with a hundred that are nothing but ſtorm and noiſe ; 
and if any thing croſles their deſites, they think it their only reme- 
dy to rage and boil away in the fury of ſome baſe extreme. And 
truly I can*c think it any other, but for want of ſtudying the Golden 
Rule of Equality , that moſt men are as miſerable in the defeat of 
their expectations, as before they were eager in the purſuit of their 
deſires. Of all men of his Rank, Seneca came at length to be moſtly 
admired for a man of a patient, even temper, who in every inter- 
tering j nctute found more pleaſure and contentment in his own 
q iet apprehenſion of things, than he did trouble and uneaſineſs in 
their diſcompoſure. And Cleanthes was as noble in his Sentiment; 
as Seneca was now grown diſcreet in his behaviour, when he was ask - 
ed, How a man ſhould become Rich? anſwered, To be poor in De- 
fires. And he that is otherwiſe, and has neither the meaſure, nor the 
manners to teſpect a little, I wiſh him no worle, with that pious El- 
der in his Treatiſe of Contentation, but that he were plagued ſuffici. 
ently with an Abundance. 

Alas ! what meanneſs of ſpicit does this argre? a man of a ſowr, 
implaeable diſcontented temper, is ſo far from being Chriſtianly 
great and generous, that I much queſtion whether he bas not diſęra- 
ced the very Heathen within him. True virtue is certainly the fair- 
eſt Critcricn whereby to diſcern a man truly great; ard as an Ho- 
nourable Perſon whoſe name will ſor ever flouriſh in the Common- 
wealth of Learning, has lately ſhewn, That is Magnanimity indeed, 
where Religion and Virtue are the Commanders of humane action. 
Boyle*s Chriſt. Virt. Lis only in a Religious breaſt where ladiffer. 
ency, and Moderation do reſide ; that tte Natural Symphony which 
Plato fancied by his wt F6uim mn *Avaiuene, is in conſort. By means of 
which he talked ſo much of Mental Muſick, tuning of Þ s, and 
the Harmonies of a virtuous mind. Such Virtues as theſe are the on- 
ly Inſtrum-nts of Enthroning Man's 7 Reaſon, and re eſtab- 
liſhing within him a juſt Empire over all thoſe diſorderly Paſſions, 
which ſo impetueuſly rend a man from the free poſſeſſion and enjoy. 
ment of himſelf. Now beſides the want of this, here is one * 
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— . ——— miſery is owing. Men are often ſeen 
tert ie themſelves with what may be, and to erect Schemes of 
rity in the Shop of their amazed fancy, They would fain be 
ing out their ſuture ſtate, when tcwould make abundantly more 
their happineſs and tranquility i» diem vivere , and to entertain 
preſent fortune with all imaginable eaſe and freedom. 

Neſcia mens hominum fats, ſortiſq, ſuture. 

Hereby they raiſe to themſcly:s Ideas, like the AP i 
gueſſes of ſome impoſing Aſtrologer, who threatens you with T tiun- 
der and Lightning caough to dare the ſtouteſt Hector, and put him 
to his ſbifts to fly away in bacror and ſadneſs, when in the iſſue the 
air proves mild and temperate z they poſleſs themſelves with the 
dread of a ſad, diſcontented day approaching, which will even 
weep out its eyes. But when tis born, it proves a Democriews, and 
does nothing but laugh at the fookery of their extravagant prepa 
ſeſſions, 

Another thing which renders us in a great degree miſerable is this : 
We are extremely buke in proſecuting our fond deſires, and are of- 
tentimes deceived by our overmuch confidence in the enjoyment. 
Like filly Children we think the Sky lies on vonder hill, which we 
cither loſe in the proſecution, cr ſind vaſtly removed from ous eager 
ptoſpect. The temper of moſt men is never to be ſatisfied till they 
are got up to the height of enjoyment ; and tis a great hazard but 
they then find themſelves far more uneaſie than they were before, 
and would fain, if poſſible, be reſtored to their former point, 
and wiſh they had never taſted the enjoymens. They are fic to be re- 
ſcmbled to that King in 7 who being diſturbed by his enemies 
and accuſers in the ion of the Throne, came toCeſay, and told 
—— He had the Subſtance, but now craved the ſhadow of the K ng- 

om, 

And here too, even in this we (hall meet with great variety of Mu- 
mours; ſome love to be great and popular z others to be grave and 
reſerved. When as an Mexander grows big with Empire, and groans 
for more worlds to conquer, a Dwecleſian gladly retires from his 
Throne and Auguſtneſs, to a Rural Farm, as from a ſtate of Miſe. 
ry and Servitude, to that of freedom and repoſe. Some men chuſe 
rather to live a private life, whereia is ſecurity, than ia the height 
of fortune and honour, with perpetual danger and diſquict. Hut 
now here is the moſt piaching and tremendous conſideration of all, 
that after a man has been varioully exerciſed, and ſhifted from this 
ie to that, he ſball for wane of an Executionet become his own ; a 
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man in this caſe is divided, and at enmity againſt himſelf, and in a 
ſtrange kind of manner becomes beth the active and paſſive ſubject 
of bis own actior. Tis ſaid of Pythagoras,that he curſed the number 
Two, becauſe 'twas the firſt that pieſumed to depart from Unity. 
Nom tis by Uaity that things are preſerved, and Individuals art 
pi incipally one; and therefore if Individuals be divided againſt them- 
{clves, and things ceaſe to be true and amically diſpoſed towards 
themielves, there is no other to be expected, defolation muſt needs 
enſue, the world it ſelf can*c ſtand. *Tis ſtrange that any one ſhould 
be ſo hideouſly cruel to himſelf, beyond all exceptions of pity and 
compaſſion: Indeed, to render the whole circuit of Awopbory the 
more cenſpicuo.s, I can't think that any man ſhould abſolutely defire 
to be miſerable or wretched in his laſt exiſtence. But the thing is, upon 
ſome diſtaſte he affects the diſſolution of his prefent,and perſonal ſub- 
ſiſtence, upon intention and hope by ſuch a change to be bettered in his 
future condition. And therefore for the preſent he is, as twere, at odds 
with himſelf ; and like two intimate perſons, the nearer is their al- 
fection, the greater is their diſtance when they fall into diviſion, and 
the likelier to continue if there be no Reconciler; his condition is 
much the more deſperate,becauſe the difference rifes high, and there 
wants a Mediator of Reconciliation betwixt a man and himſelf. But 
it muſt be a deſperate attack indeed, when a man ſhall- precipirate 
himſelf on ſo dangerous a hazard as we are now mefitioningy to ſe- 
parate himſelſ ſo prepoſterovily , and in the ſeparation ro ſend one 
part of himſelf, ro inherit no more mercy than we can ſuppoſe to 
hover inter pontem, & fontem ;, the other to be expoſed like the in- 
terment of ſome yiler Creature, and to be denied the decencies of a 
common obſequy. Nay moreover, whoſe goods are adjudged 
cxecrable hereby, 4. e. as to men. And t do from that very 
inſtant become a Deodand, as returning to their principal owner. 
Indeed there are ſome caſes (as 1 am well informed) in which the 
Law univerſally allows an orderly Sepulture, ſuch as deep Melancho- 
ly, or an extraordinary Deliriam. And we have an account out of 
an ancient Author of two Melancholy Brethren that murdered ther 
ſclves,and for fo ſoul an act were condemned to an infamous Þrorial ; 
but when upon further examination it appeared that mifery and ad- 
neſs were the lucentives, the Sentence was revoked, and the deceaſed 
honoured with a due ſolemnity. This ſeems very tolerable, and a- 
ing with humane Prudence to mitigate theſe hard Cenfures ; 
or when men are ſad beyond meaſure, and are hatoſſed by the vio- 
lence of a long diſtemper, they oſt- times ſuffer under a — 
wrcc 
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wreck of Reaſon ; and then like a Ship without a Pilot, muſt 
needs ſplit on the next Rock, But this is fo rarely proved, and fo fel. 
dom regarded , that molt men to ſhe the malignity of fo deteſta- 
ble a fact, are for expoling the Criminal to an Exemplary diſgrace. 
Aud therefore as among the Rewans they had their Perte Scelerate, 
through which the Bodies of the Dead were dragg'd; ſo now the 
manner is to convcry them to a ſeparate place, and there ſtake 


down the trembling Core reaking in its own gore and filth, as a A 
publick horror to that ſhall paſs that way, Other Laws determi , ene 
ned, that one hand ſhould be left unburied. And "was a Statute made monun 


by Tg, that their whole Bodies (hould be hung up in the air. 


matam relinguebant. Tarquin. Priſeny cadavoera . eber, ciuibes ende, & [ric v 


lacribug laccr anda. 


Foſepbr tells us, *T'was anciently determined among the , 
that though they generally held it lawful to bury their Enemies, yet 
they reſolved Twas not fic the body of the Self- murdetet ſhould be 
laterr'd till the going down of the Sun. And 'twas Cultomary with 
other Nations, he tells us farther, to cut oft their right hands, 
judging that. as the Say! hereby was made a ſtranger to the Body, fo 
by that fact the hand was as twete a ſtranger to both. Joſeph. de Bell. 
Jud. Lu oe Cap. 14. 

The ſhame and ignominy then to which they generally expoſed 
ſuch a one, doe: — reſtifie their judgment of ſo notorious a 
fat. And indeed conſidering the Obligations the Self-murderer 
breaks throogh, the quality of rhe fact, er. how can we ſuppoſe them 
to be leſs rigorous in making their reſentment of it as Exemplary as 
may be ? Here is an irreparable breach made in humane Society; 
here is an annatural violation of the Law of Selt-charity z (when we 
can't otherwiſe ſuppoſe but that this is a thing which ought ſicſt to 
begin at our ſelves, ang that ve arg-yndex higher obligations to pre» 
ſerve our own lives, than the lives of others z and more obliged not 
to deface that Divine Image upon our ſelves, than upon any other of 
mankind.) Here is an abuſe of that Right of Nature, which is de- 
fined to be a liberty that each man hath to uſe his power, not in or- 
der to his deſtruction, but the contrary. For this were really to in- 
fringe the Law of Nature and Reaſon, to the breach of which no 
Rational man will ever pretend to any right. And if once broken, 


whether out of error, paſſion, or ſurpriſe, nothing can be pleaded Nature 2 
in juſtification or excuſe ; for this ſeems a very ble determinat i giinſt 


on, that ſeeing Self-preſeryation is the great Law of Nature and #*%. 
Reaſon, 


See more 
of this in 
Shafte. 
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Reaſon, as we have intimated above, to act that which is really and 
truly contrary to this Law, muſt needs be a breach thereof, though 
the man ſo acting may be ſo far in an error, as not to thiak the atti- 
on to be ſo deſtructive to the end he aims at, as tis ; for as in Civil 
Government, ignorance of the Law is no good Plea to excuſe, and 
juſtific, though it may extenuate a crime in ſome caſes; ſo in n 
Naar, error, ignorance, or paſlion, cannot excuſe and juſtific 
thoſe action which are really contrary to right Reaſon, or that 
Grand principle of Self-preſervation. 


And now, Lindamer, I am afraid that in diſſading others from 
doing violence to themſelves, I have offered ſome to your patience 
in. the tediouſneſs of ſo large a Letter. I have only at preſent to add 
the readineſs I am in to ſerve you; and to put you in mind of the 
Obligation, that you need not doubt of having that reſpect ſhewn 
you, which you might at all times fo freely command from 


Towr Obliged Friend and Servant, 
EZRA PIERCE. 
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